
Public Information District 200 Failed to Explain 
 
  

The cost is $23.6 million, not $15 million. They conveniently only mention the construction cost; the true 
cost adds 60%.  Annual lease expense is $1 million for 20 years.1

 
 
$ 15 million only represents the construction cost.  Here’s the total cost: 

 Architectural and Engineering:                              $ 1.3 million 

 Construction Costs (assumes no overruns):         $15.0 million 

 Post Construction Costs (teardown old building): $  1.3 million 

 Interest Costs (projected):                                                $  6.0 million 

 Total Cost:                                                            $23.6 million 

 
 

Looming $26.5 million deficit over next 5 years, according to study commissioned by District 200. They 
have not explained how they will pay for this deficit and/or the building lease without a tax increase2. In the past 
they have used over $30 million in non-referendum bonds to fill budget gaps without voter approval (in 2009 and 
2014)3. 
 

Spending is up 8.5 % -Student enrollment down 3.5% over last 4 years.4 District 200’s focus on tax 
“rate” is misleading. Tax rate doesn’t matter – tax levy does. The tax rate went down only because the assessed 
value of homes increased – tax collected went up. Every year District 200 asked for more money from 
taxpayers, despite serving fewer students. 
 
  

Without voter approval they have already spent at least $600,000 on design fees from an escrow 
account.5 
  

District 200 received a $14.5 million capital grant from the state in 2012, but refused to use it to 
renovate Jefferson6.  Instead it used the money to shore up its checkbook balance. 
  

They are using a loophole in state law to say they are leasing a building when the state law did not intend 
school districts to build new through a build-to-lease proposal. District 200 planned on building without voter 
approval until a lawsuit was filed against them. They will be circumventing, at a minimum, the spirit of the law by 
leasing a new building they designed, and voters have twice rejected, a new Jefferson school. 
  
 

District 200 shows no sign of fiscal discipline.  They’re charging state taxpayers over $17,000 per child 
for 4-year old preschool.  That’s more than base tuition at University of Illinois7. 
 
  

 
 
1.  CUSD 200 financial documents presented in meetings and obtained through Freedom of Information requests. details 
2.  Forecast5Analytics, Inc. study for District 200 School Board, response to a FOIA dated 10/19/2018  
3.  District financial statements, see p. 39:  
https://www.cusd200.org/cms/lib/IL01001538/Centricity/Domain/2388/Full%20Document.pdf. (pdf page 43) 
4.  Illinois State Board of Education iLearn website. 
http://webprod1.isbe.net/ILEARN/Content/displayData?RCDTSeclected=19022200026&District=CUSD%20200   enter data: District 
=”CUSD 200“ county=”DuPage”                          
5.   Daily Herald, District 200 pulls back on new Jefferson center, looks to referendum after all, 8/16/2018                                
6.  District audited financial statements, p. 7, https://www.cusd200.org/cms/lib/IL01001538/Centricity/Domain/20/201 
3_06_30_June_30,_2013_Audit_Report.pdf. [report no longer there]  The check                    
7.  Dupage Policy Journal, Records: Taxpayers spending $17,220 per child on Wheaton 'preschool' for 4 year olds, 9/3/2018; 
https://admissions.illinois.edu/Invest/tuition. 


